THEORY OF THE MEDI&VAL EMPfEZ.                i=>r
dualism which corresponds to the two natures of its   CHAP-
Founder.   As divine and eternal, its head is the Pope, ]
to whom souls have been entrusted ; as human and tem-
poral, the Emperor, commissioned to rule men's bodies
and acts.                                                                        j
In nature and compass the government of these two J
potentates is the same, differing only in the  sphere of
its working; and it matters not whether we call the Pope
a spiritual Emperor or the Emperor a  secular Pope,
Nor, though the  one office  is below the other as far
as man's  life  on  earth is less precious than his life
hereafter, is  therefore, on the older and truer theory,
the imperial authority delegated by the papal.   For, as!
has been said already, God is represented by the Pope
not in every capacity, but only as the ruler of spirits
in heaven: as sovereign of earth, He issues His com-
mission directly to the Emperor,   Opposition between
two servants of the same King is inconceivable, each
being bound to aid and foster the other: the co-operarlon
of both being needed in all that concerns the welfare i
of Christendom at large.   This is the one perfect and
self-consistent scheme of the union of Church and State;
for, taking the absolute coincidence of their limits to be
self-evident, it assumes the infallibility of their joint go- j
vernment, and derives, as a corollary from that mfalli-!
bility, the duty of the civil magistrate to root out heresy \
and schism no less than to punish treason and rebellion, j
It is also the scheme which, granting the possibility of j
their harmonious action, places the two powers in that
relation which  gives   each  of them its  maximum  of
strength.    But by a law to which it would be hard to
find exceptions, in proportion as the State became more j
Christian, the Church, who to work  out her purposes!